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_ For the Messenger ana Advocate. 

Mr. Editor,—Having returned a few days 
since, from a visit to Lake County, Ohio, in 
obedience to the request of many of our old 
acquaintances, in that part of the country, we 
are inclined to give a brief sketch of offr jour- 
ney, which occupied a little overthree weeks. 
In consequence of the bad condition of the 
roads, we were prevented from arriving as 
soon as we and our friends expected. . In an- 
ticipation of our arrival at Kirtland, an ap- 


pointment had been made for a meeting in the 


temple, on Sunday morning, the 16th of Feb. 
but the congregation had dispersed before our 
arrival, or a large number of them had dis- 
rsed. On our arrival we were welcomed by 
hundreds of ‘our old acquaintances, with a 
warmth of feeling which clearly manifested 
that the ties of friendship were notbroken. It 
had been upwards of seven years since we 
were in that part 6f the country, and great 
changes had taken place during our absence. 
An appointment was made immediately on 
our afrival for meeting at candle ligkt, and 
notwithstanding the night was very dark and 
the roads exceedingly bad, yet the temple was 
filled. It willseat about nine hundred persons 
—and we addressed a very attentive congrega- 
tion, and probably as large a one as was ever 
gathered in that or any other part of the coun- 
try, under similar circumstances. We made 
an appointment. for the Tuesday evening fol- 
lowing, and also the Thursday evening. On 
Tuesday evening again, to our great surprise, 
the house Was filled. We again addréssed 
the people, and again on the Thursday-even- 
ingfoltowing. On Thursday evening we gave 


the history of Nauvao, and the events that led} W 


to the death of the Smiths, which, of course, 


we traced to the introduction of the: spiritual} 


wife system ; for all do know, that know any 
thing about it, that it was the introduction o 
that system which led to the death of the 
Smiths, and that if that system had not heen 
introduced they might have been living men 
to-day. ‘We had a fair opportunity of setting 
before a large congregation the operations o 
that 6ystem, and its effect on the people o 
Nauvoo; showing that it was the inlet to all 
the corruptions which followed. Such as bo- 
gus money making, counterfeiting, stealing. 
ying, perjury, and a train uf abominations. 
We set before the people the plans used by t 
devotees of this system to conteal their ini- 
quity from pablic view—their lying and per- 
juries, to ruin the characters of innocent per- 
sons, in order to hide their corruptions from 


of all these abominations, but were not satisfi- 
ed, and were very anxious for as to go there, 
that they might know the truth of: these re- 
ports. We think we can say with confidence 
that the people were all satisfied. and express- 
ed to us great indignation at a people capable 
of such enormities. . 
An unexpected circumstance took place that 
evening, it wasthe arrival of brethren William 
Law and William E. McLellan, from Hamp- 
ton, Rock Island County, Illinois. Brother 
Law addressed the congregation for some 
time, setting forth what he knew about the 
people and the affairs of Nauvoo; some of 
which were new tous. He'settled the ques- 
tion forever on the public mind, in: relation to 
the spiritaal wife system, and the abomina- 
tions concerning it. As Joseph Smith and 
others had attempted to get him into it,.and in 
order to do so had_made him acquainted with 
many things about it that we never knew-be- 
fore. Whe whole combined put the matter at 
rest, and the pablic mind was quieted, and all 
doubts removed. | | 
The next Sunday we lectured again in the 
temple to alarge audience. The week follow- 
ing we received a request from the citizens of 
Painsville, to go there and deliver a lectare in 
that plaee, accordingly we went, and: address- 
ed a large and respectable congregation there. 
During the week we received. a méssagé from 
some of the citizens of Cleveland, i i 
us that ifwe would acceptan invitation from the 
citizens of that place, and lecture there, we 
would. receive it from some of the most re- 
spectable inhabitants; with this request we 


were unable to comp 
in Kirthand, and 


é continued our 
at the close we organized a chureh, and Hiram 
Kellogg was appointed presiding elder. 
ring our stay there were lectures delivered b 
Dr. Samuel Bennett, and brethren Law 8 
McLellan, all of which tended greatly toen- 
lighten and settle the public mind. 
We need not say that there were prejudices 
removed, for we did not find any to remove; 
the people were open, and willipg to hear, and 
we received the kindest treatment at the hand 
of all with whom we had. intercourse. ‘The 
tongue of slander was still, and the voice of 
reproach was not heard. We found good 
feelings, and feel ay if we left the same. — 


the public eye. ‘The people there had heard 


_ There was some nestling by a little band of 
spiritual wife folk ; they felt as i@jeatidasling 
system of religious Father 
roughly handled. They seeret 
meetings, and passed some resomfgons to be 
published in the spiritaal wife papers at Naa- 
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- yoo,and Phenias H. Y oung went his way withJesus, and that of the Savior himself. The 
them. John Young, one of their number, ex-|sober and reflecting mind is Jed to inquire into 
pressed himself, as we were informed, in onejits own fate, and the fate of those with whom 
of their spiritual wife meetings, to this effect,|it is associated. | , 
that he would rather go to hell with that sys-| In former days, when the servants of God 
tem, than to heaven with the one we taught.|were made acquainted with the changes and 
Wethink, for the honor of truth, his choicejrevolutions which were destined to rend in 
was a good one. | ps the political and religious institutions 
_ Many things which we learned while there,|of the world ; they always manifested a strong 
has left little doubt in our mind, that the Lordjdesire to understand the fate of the kingdom 
is working on the hearts of the people there,jof heaven, or church of Christ, with which they 
by making known to them the things that per-/were Yssociated, and vhat would be its fate 
tain to salvation, and by stirring up theirjamidst the general ruins and overthrow of the 
minds toinvestigation. various nations of the earth. A notable ins 
If we may be at liberty to judge, we think|stance of this is recorded of St. John, while a 
the prospects hefore the church at Kirtland,|/prisoner on the Isle of Patmos. He wept bit- 
are as flattering as any church we have or-/terly when there were none found who was 
ganized. The deep interest taken in our meet-jable to open the book, and loose the seals there- 
ings by many who never belonged to anyjof. John well knew that that book contained 
charch, and the feelings they expressed on thejtie history and fate of the church of Christ; 
occasion, portends well for the prosperity ofjand if there were any found that could open 
the church there, as also the many in andjthat book, and loose the seals thereof, hecould 
about that place, who, at former times havelobtain the knowledge which he desired most 
belonged and still believe the doctrines as wejof all, and learn the fate of the church of 
do, and who feel a deep interest in their disse-|Christ. The book was finally opened, and 
mination; but in consequence of what they/the contents thereof made known, greatly to 
believed to be corruptions, having gained sojthe gratification of John. - - 3 
_strong a hold onthe hearteof many, thty stood; The great desires of the prophets and apos- 
‘still; but we think many, if not all of them,|tles, and their deep jeriaveloe have given us 
will unite with the church theré, and we think/much light on these matters, and enabled as, 
the prospect now is, that. Kirtland will notjin some good degree, to satisfy our inquiries, 
much longer be called a city forsaken, but she/pertaining to this same subject. For a long 
will yet be a place of praise. | erties of years, the prophetic messengers sent 


_ ‘Phe change in the town of Kirtland since 
the winter of 1838, (the time we left) is not 
greater than the change on the feelings of the 
‘~people. At that timé we left Kirtland, under 
circumstances calculated to try thie feelings o 
_ person capable of feeling. Public pre- 
jodice was-running high, and the spirit of op 
position exceedingly bitter, and so violent that 
our peace was entirely destroyed, but on our 
return all was calm—al] was quiet—all ‘was 
courtesy and kindness. The hand of friend- 
ship was extended, and every office of kind- 
ness was tendered to us to make our visit de- 
oy and our stay pleasant, that any could 


- We received many solicitations to again vi-} 


sit the place, and many were desirous that we 
should go there and spend apart of our time 
at least, if not make it the home of our family. 
All of which are under advisement. 

SIDNEY RIGDON. 


For the Messenger and Advocate. 
Ata pee of the world like the present, 
when al 


these fears are awakened by reason of the 
testimony of the holy prophets and apostles o 


into the world, seem to have all arrived at the 
same conclusions, that during a,long period of 
the world, the fate of the church of Christ was 
very doubtful. Apostates were to be numer- 


ous, and corruptions were to prevail to an 
alarming extent, which were to combine for 


-Ithé destruction of the earthly existence of the 


church, and to continue, with otiftr causes, to 
increase and prevail, until the saints were to 
be worn out and over come—Daniel, 7 chap. 
25 verse. As, also, Bev. 13: 7, ** And it was 
given unto him to make war with the saints, 
and to overcome them: and power was given 
him over all kindreds, and tongues, and na- 
tions.”” 
These sufferings of the saints were the re- 
Sult, in part at least, of apostates. Dvery 
apostacy which was to make its appeerance, 
was to have-power, and the sincere and true 
worshippers of Ged, were to be brought into 
great straits, and great calamities wer@&to be 
brought on to their head through these means, 
until the saints were to be worn out and over- 
me. 
Such was to be the fate of the true church 


In the former ages of the world, whenever 
an apostacy made it appearance, it had power 


) tant events, events of acharacter affecting thefof Christ for a long series of years, following 
whole, n race; threatening the wholejeach other inbuccession. ‘The prophets could 
| wortd. nvulsions and distress ; chang-jsee nothing but cause of sorrow and mourning, 
j ing a mrning the various forms of go-jand the saints in trouble and wo,’ until they 
vern revolutionizing all the establish-jsaw the whole organization dissolved, and the 
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to prevail against the true worshippers of God: 
and bring upon them calamity after calamity: 
and finally death and dissolution of the body 
organized; and if any escaped it was by con- 
cealment or otherwise. a a 
The scene changed as time progressed to- 
wards a close, and the political and religious 
condition of the world, became diversified, and 
the nations and religious organizations became 
less formidable; broken up iin diversity o 
opinions; separated from each other both in 
their political and religious institutions, until 
they became weaker, and a better state of feel- 
ing reigned among the various nations. — Re- 
ligioug bigotry and intolerance greatly soften- 
ed, anda greater willingness to hear and to 
understand for themselves, prevailed among 
the people generally; and ‘after the prophets 
and apostles bad looked into futurity, and un- 
derstood the state and condition of society, as 
time aproximates its close, they saw the con-~ 
dition of the true worshippers of God undergo 
a great change, not:less so than the world at 
large, not less.beneficial to themselves, and to 
the general prevalence of the true doctrines of 
heaven. 


come into our possession, there'were apostacies 
from the truth to take place in these last days, 
and of as. deep: and ruinous a charaeter, as far 
as patting at defiance! the troe doctrines of 
Christ was concerned, as ever had existéd in 
any former period of the world; but the apos- 
tates were not to have power to effect the ruin 
and destruction of the true worshippers of the 
living God; but on the contrary, bring de- 
struction on theirown heads. The student of 
the scriptures cannot but wonder at thechange 
which the apostles show will, in relation to 
these’ matters, take place in the last days. 
Peter, in his second chapter, gives the follow- 
ing account of the apostasy of the last. days: 

** But there were false prophets: also among 
the people, even as there shall be false teachers 
among you, who privély shall bring in damna- 
ble ‘heresies, éven denying the Lord that 
bought them, and bring upon themselves swift 
destruction. 


| lowing the way of Balaam the son of 
Though, according to'the things which waadoas loved thé wages of unrighteousness ; bat 


dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, 
vexed his righteous soul from day to day with 
their unlawful deeds;) The Lord knoweth how 
to deliver the godly out of temptations, and re- 
serve the unjust unto the day of judgment to 
be pnnished: bat chiefly them that walk after 
the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and dis- 
pise government. Presumptious are they, 
self-willed, they are not afraid to speak evil 
of dignities. Whereas angels, which are 
greater in power and might, bring not railing 
accusations against them hefore the Lord. Bat 
these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken 
and destroyed, speak evil of the things that 
they understand not; and shall utterly perish 
in their own corruption ; and shall receive the 
reward of unrighteousness, as they that count 
it pleasure to riot in the day time. Spots they 
are and blemishes, sporting themselves with, 
their own deceivings while they feast with 
you; having eyes full of adultery, and that 
cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls 
+-an heart they have exercised with covetous 
practices; cursed children: which have for- 
saken the right way, and are gone astray, fol- 

osor, 


was rebnked for his iniquity, the dumb ase 
speaking with man’s toice forebade the mad- 
ness of the he het.. These are wells with- 
out water, clonds that‘are carried with a tem- 
pest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserv- 
ed forever. For when they speak great swell- 
ing words of vanity, they allure through the 
lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, 
those who were clean escaped from them who 
live in error.’ While they promise them liber- 


ty, they themeelves are the servants of ‘corrap- 


tion: for of whom a man is overcome, of the 
same is he broughtin bondage. For if after 
they have escaped the pollutions of the world 
through the knowledge of the Lord and Savi-~ 
our Jesus Christ; they are again éntangled 
therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse 
with them than the beginning. For it had 


been better for them not to have known the 


way of righteousness, than, after they have 


And many shall follow their/known it, to turn from the holy commandment 


petnicioas ways: by reason of whom the way/delivered unto them. But it is happened unto 
of truth shall be evil spoken of, And throagh/them according to the true proverb, The dog 


covetousness shall they with feigned words 


now of a long time’ lingereth not, and their 
damnation slumbereth not. For if God spared 


is tarned to his own vomit 


rain : and the sow 


ire.” 
An apostacy of a deeper and blacker charac- 


make merchandise of you; whose judgmentithat was washed to her wallowing in the 


not the abhgels that sinned, but cast them down|ter than the one here described by Peter, never 
to hell, and delivered them into chains of dark-jeould exist. The character of the apostates | 
ness, to be reserved unto judgment: And spa-lare discribed as being of the hasest kind, put- 
red not the old world, but saved Noah thejting at defiance all the laws of decency and. 
eighth person, a preacher of righteousness,|good o:der, being devoted to debauchery, du- 
bringing in the flood upcn the world of the un-|plicity, cruelty, and every specs’? 
godly: And turning the cities of ‘Sodom andjtion that ever defiled the human’ . In 
Gomorrha into ashes, condemned them withjearlier periods of the world suchen 
an overthrow, making them an ensample unto}would have laid waste the true chu 


those that after, should live ungodly;* And de-jand have driven the true worshippers of God 
livered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conver-linto exile or death; hut marie the change, 
sation of the wicked: (For that righteous man! verse Ist, and bring upon themselves swift dis- 


| 
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truction. And again in the 3d verse, Whose|they cannot escape. Hence the cry of perse. 
judgment now of along time lingereth not.jcution. Hence the great effort to conceal. 
and their damnationslumbereth not. Accord-|[Hence the fear, dread, and dismay. Hence 
ing to these sayings, all the power these apos-|the fearful foreboadings of judgment to come, 
tates should have was to bring destruction onjfor their judgment is not to slumber after their 
. themselves,and hasten their own judgment and|abominations are made manifest, neither will 
damnation. The testimony of all theapostles|their destruction sleep. _Do they, vain men, 
agree in this, that in the last days, when God/suppose that by crying persecution, mobs. 
should again set his hand to establish his|/You ate bringing destruction on us, will save 
charch, it should be at such a period, and un-jthem? Do they not know that the deeree has. 
der such a condition of things in the world.|been long since passed 1n the courts of heaven, 
that those who departed from the way of trath,|that if they did the things which they have 
though they could cause the way of truth tobejdone, that destruction and only destruction 
evil spoken of, yet, in so doing, they would/awaited them? Camthey avert the judgment 
bring swift destruction on their own heads. uf God, by. trying to stop the mouths of those 
The power of apostates was to cease in the}/whom they have injured, and ttied to injure, 
last days. and though there were tobe corrup-jregardless of the means by which théy did it, 
ters, and that as great as ever existed in any|not even perjuries excepted ? Surely: blind- 
period of the world, they would not have pow-jpess has happened unto them, as it did in part 
*er to destroy as in former days, to destroy|unto Israel, until their destruction come to the 
those who feared and worshipped the living)very uttermost. Meet 
God in deed and in truth; on the contrary,| In all this matter the saints are to eseape, — 
their folly was to be made manifest :—*+ Busjaccording to the testimonies.of the apostles ; 
they shall proceed no farther: for their folly|for it is on account of corruptions that men are 
shall he manifest unto all men, as theirs alsojto perish in the last. days, and not because 
was.’ And their abominations. made public,/they walk before the Lord blameless; such 
and swift destruction would come on them-jare commanded to turn away from corruptions 
selves. Neither had they power to eséape :—jand corrupters :—‘*This know also, that'in the 
‘¢ For when they shall say, peace and safety ;/last days perilous times will eome, For men 
then sudden destruction cometh upon them,.as|shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, 
travail upon a woman with child; and they/boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
shall not escape.” No effort at secrecy to/parents, unthanktul, unholy, without natural 
conceal their abominations could save them.|affection, truce-breakers, false aecusers, incon- 
However privately they might bring into thej.tinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good 
church their damaable heresies, it woald bring|traitcrs, heady, high-minded, lovers of plea- 
on their own heads swift destruction. ‘heyjsure more than lovers of God: having a form 
might creep into houses, it mattered not howjof godliness, but denying the power thereof : 
slyly they did it, and how secretly they led}irom such turn away.’’. It is one of the great 
astray silly women, their folly would be madeiprivileges' of the saints of.the Jast days, that 
manifest; they would be detected, and owifilthes will be preserved by keeping the com- 
destruction would come on them, and they|mandments of God, and by walking blameless 
could not escape. : fin his sight. To such the promise is that they 
Such is the testimony of the apostles in re-jshall overcome and not be overeome. _ 
lation to the people of the last days. It was} To the faithful, then, in Christ Jesus, we 
‘mot more certain that that servant whom the|would admonish, that they walk in all godly 
Lord raised up in the last days to give meatto|sincerity, maintaining the doctrine of Jesus 
this house in due season, if he shonld become) Christ in all purity and righteousness; for by 
evil, and, instead of doing as the- Lord com-|this they stand or for want of this they fall. 
manded him, go to eating and drinking with|No people in the last days who -have been 
the dranken, and smiting his fellow servants,|made partakers of the Holv Spirit, can stand 
should be cut off, then it was that all the cor-janless they maintain the truth in rightecue- 
tera, who caused the way of truth to beevil|/ness. . Should they corrupt their way before 
spoken of, should bring on their own heads|the Lord, they will bring swift destruetion on 
swift destruction. ‘The same fate awaited ali|their own head, as some have already done, 
—~the same decree was on all their heads. and others are.doing. Let all those who are 
Let me ask why it is that the very instanticalled to be saints , i one important fact, 
the saints begin to expose the corruptions of|that their persecutions in the last days, will be 
those who have introduced the very abomina-|in proportion to their corruptions ; the less — 
tions, whieh the apostles have said should bejtheir corruptions the less their persecutions, 
introduced.jnto the true ehurch in the las jand the greater their corraptiuns the greater 


atti. 


days, thege eorcupters begin to cry, you are|their persecutions, and the promise of life is 
going to @fing mobs on us, and have our lives|altogether dependent on their walking before 
destro * Answer, They see their fate writ-jthe Lord blameless. 


ten in the volume of truth; they surely are] Let it also be remembered by the saints, ( 
not So ignoratit.as not to see, that in case of that when they hear the cry of fear and dis- | 


exposure destraction will come upon them and(may, and threatened death, among those who 


J 
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have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit. 
that the persons making that cry, have cor- 
rupted their way before the Lord; for it is on 
such that the Lord has threatened judgment, 
and not on the faithful in Christ Jesus. It 
any of us commit error—to which all are lia- 
ble—let us not attempt to hide it by crying 
persecution against those who seek redresa at 
our Kands, for the wrong done them, but let 
us confess our faults, redress the wrong, and 
cease to do evil; for if we seek to practice ini- 
quity, by concealing it, remember the judg- 
ments of God will overtake such. | 
Let the judgments of God whieh have be- 
falien and are befalling those who have already 
corrupted their way before the Lord, and.caus- 
ed the way of truth to be evtl spoken of, he an 
everlasting warning to all whq desire hereaf- 
ter to serve the Lord in truth and in righteous- 
ness. 
According to all the testimonies of the apos 
tles ‘and prophets, the Lord would not again. 
after the saints who were to make their ap- 
pearance, through the ministry of the apostles, 
whom Jesus called, at the time of his first ad- 
vent into the world, should have been worn 
out and overcome, and the church organized 
by them he broken up, and ull kinds of sys- 
tems grown out of it, set his hand again unt! 
the spirit of bigotry and intolerance should 
have so far abated, and the laws of the dif- 
ferent nations so modified, as to admit of the 
existence of the true church of Christ, on the 
principles only of the saints keeping pure, 
and not corrupting the true doctrine of Christ; 
that they so doing would evéntually overcome 
—bat if, on the contrary, they corrupted their 


Pittsburgh March 15, 1845. 
Broruer Bennett, 

1 have been a constant 
reader of the Messenger and Advocate from 
its first commencement in this City, and I 
have occasionally read the Times and Seasons 
published in Nauvoo, Ii]. Thereis a very wide 
difference in opinion between the conductors 
of those two papers and their contributors as 
to the person or persons to whom the first Au- 
thority or first presidency of the church of 
Christ, rightly and a belongs, since the 
death of Jdseph Smith. I think enough has 
been said in your papers, to forever settle the 
matter in the minds of all those who desire to 
know the truth on this subject, for the sake of 
THE TRUTH. ‘There are those however who 
ate disposed to cavil and misrepresent, in or- 
der to blind the minds of the unsuspecting.— 
l feel disposed to trouble you sir: with a few 
remarks, relative to this subject, giving you 
some of my history, and some iteme connected 
therewith. 
' | united with the church of Christ, and 
was baptized by Hyrum Smith in Jackson 
co. Mo. August 1831. A few days thereafter, 
in conterance'l was ordained an Elder, and in 
corpany with him traveled through to Kirt- 
larid, Ohio, preaching bythe way. Wereach- 
ed there on the 18th of October, and on the 
the 25th I attended a conferance in Oranye 
Township where I first saw Joseph Smith, 
Sidney R:gdon, Oliver Cowdery, &c. Dur- 
ing this ¢onferance myself and nine others 
were ordained to the High Priesthood. Then 
I went honie with Joseph Smith and - spent 
some weeks with him. Inthe spring of 1832 


way, and hy virtue of their curruptions, put 
themselves into the power of their enemtes, 
they would bring swift destruetion on their 
own heads. : 

The church of Christ in the last days, can 
alone exist by maintaining theform of doctrine 
delivered unto them, in purity and righteous- 
ness. Should any of those who have been 


_ called with an holy calling, in the last days, 


so far dispise their calling as to beeome work- 
ers of iniquity instead of workers of righteous- 
ness, in so doing they are preparing destruc- 
tion for themselves, and all who follow their 
pernicious ways. And those. leaders who in- 
troduce heresies and corruptions, so as to eause 
the way of truth to be evil spoken of, they may 
look for swift destruction on themselves, and 
on all who follow them. | | 

Brethern, beloved of God, remember your 
holy calling; abstain from all worldly lusts 
which war against the soul. Possess your 


vessel in sanctification and ‘honor; each one|9 


esteeming other better than himself, and the 
God of peace will be with you. 7 
SIDNEY RIGDON. 


I removed to Jackson Co, Mo. which was 
then, among us generally called Zion. In 
the falt of ‘33, 1 shared largely in the perse- 
cusions and injuries which the church sustain-; 
ed in that Co. in consequence of mob rule.— 
In ’34 Joseph Smith with several hundred 
men arrived in upper Mo., in order to assist 
the church in regaining their rights. Affect- 
iny but little, the eompany was disbanded and 
many retorned to their homes. In a confer- 


lance in Clay Co., held on the 8th of Jaly 


1834. 1 was chosen to accompany president 
Smith to Ohio, where he then lived. On the 
14th day of the month of Feb. ’35 a generat 
conferance was called: in Kirtland during 
which tbat part of the revelation givenin Fuy- 
ette N. Y. 1829 relative to the choosing of 
twelve apostles was taken into consideration, 
and it was determined that the time had come 


|for them to be chosen. 1 acted on that ocea~ 


sion as one of the secretaries of the conferance, 
and being chosen, I had to record my own 
name among the number of the twelve. On 
the 27th of the same month, in a Sopferance | 
rson Hyde and myself were choserito act ag 
the secretaries of that quorum, and We were 
required to keep a record of the most impor- 
tant matters touching the ministry &c. of those 


Apostles. Now for the benefit of your 


\ 
? 
| 
| 
| 
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ers, 1 wish to quote some items from this 
Apostolic record kept by Hyde and myself.— 
During the above council president Smith pro- 


“by revelation,” then filled up their vacancies 


in their own quorum, and in that attitude pre- 
sented themselves before the church and the 


phisied that “if we would be carefal to keep/world, there would have been some semblance 
such record, it would be-one of the most inter-jof the same authority and charch government 
esting and important ones ever seen.” Dur-/that is presented in the pattern in the book of 
mx.) we Rasceingad he proposed this question.|Covenants. But as they now present them- 
ni hat importance is there attached to the cal-|salves at the head—TWELVE U EADED— 
lings of the twelve Apostles, different from|they violate the order in the book of Covenats. 
the other callings and offices of the church?”’/They go.contrary to Joseph Smith’s own in- 


After some observations by others Joseph 
Smith in his official capacity, gave the follow- 
ing desission, viz: The Twelve are called to 
bea traveling high counci/, (not stationary) to 
preside over all the churches of the saints 
among the Gentiles, where there ts no presiden- 
ey established. They are to travel and preach 
among the Gentiles, until the Lord shall com- 


mand them to go to the Jews. They are to] 


_hold the keys of this ministry—to unlock the 
door of the kingdom of heaven untoall nations, 
and preach the gospel unto every creature.— 
This is the virtue, po 3 
amen."’ I wish tomake one mote 
aotation from the record ‘of the twelve. Kirt- 
land, May 2, 1835,a grand council of all the 
presiding authorities of the whole church was 
assembled, Joseph Smith in the chair. After 
the council was opened, he arose and made 
many observations, and among them the fol- 
lowing. Now I want all your readers who 
have any doubts respecting the duty, calling, 
or power of the: twelve to preside to hearken, 
Joseph Smith’s words as authority are often 
quoted by those who think the twelve can le- 
gally preside ia Nauvoo. Listen and I will 
ve you his own words, taken verbatim as he 
elivered them, as Elder O. Hyde and myself 
placed them in the record of the twelve. The 
original copy of which, is now in my posses- 
sion. But now for the sentiment, here it is 
“The twelve apostles have no right to go into 
Zion, or any of its stakes, where there is a reg- 
ular high council’established, and there un- 
dertake to regulate the matters pertaining 
thereto: but it is their duty to GO ABROAD 
and regulate and set in order all matters re~ 
lative to the different branches of thechurch.” 
One more sentenee he uttered immediately 
following the ahove viz: “No standing high 


structions, as recorded in their 
What conclusion. according to the above 
must we form concerning them, and all those 
who adhere to them? Itis inevitable. They 
are fallen! are fallen'} And brethren you 
need not wonder if they have or do ‘become — 
the habitation of devils, and the hold of every 
fon] spirit, anda cage of every unclean and 
hateful bird.” 


record of their 


_From yhe day that the chureh was first or- 
ganized’ with the various presiding authorities, 


wer and authorty of theirjup to this day, I have always consideied that 


according to the book ofcovenants,that church 
ould not exist without a first Presidency, and 
that that first Presideney was the head of the 
church. Sothetwelveits understand it. But 
the tug of war is, how many individuals com- 
pose that presidency, or head?. I will. here 
venture an assertion, that no intelligent man 
or woman who ever belonged to that church — 
during Joseph Smith’s lifetime ever thought, 
that, that quorurp, of first presidency or head. 
could have more than three individuals in it at 
atime. Now if it is true that when we 
the head off from the natura] hedy—the body 
dies. Just so true it is that that part of the 
church who -set aside the head. or. first presi- 
dency,.consisting of three through whom the 
Lord said, “she would. give his oricles te his 
church,” must inevitably die. The head con- 
tains the brain, which is said to be the seat of 
the mind. . It also is the seat of the senses.— 
Take away the head,.and then sensation and 
intelligence is gone. 
Brethren do any of youn wish to be members 
ina body or charch, whiet has neither intelli- 
ence nor sansation?. | can'say Idonot. If 
the twelve. at Nauvoo had authority to set a- 
side the first presedincy, consisting of three 
land become head themselves, then they should 


council haa authority to go into the churches 
abroad and regulate the matters thereof, for 
thisbelongstothetwelve.”. 

The twelve at Nauvoo certainly never con- 
sult their own record, but if they ever do read 
it, they cannot believe it. For if the they did 
they never would, having no more than apose 


have placed a quorum of three or some. other 
number below them, in order that there might 
be the same number of quoruais in the church. 
But that would not mend the matter, and l can- 
not see how I can help them outfof the difficol- 
ty into which they have voluntarily plunged 


tolic authority, try to regulate the afairs a 
Zion in the stake at Nauveo. They must and 


do know that they are acting out of their place|( Pharisee Jike) assume 


-—above their authorit 
If after they pre 


ed to cut off presidents 


themselves, by their own free will. ° They 
have rejected the first presidency, and have 
Moses seat for them- 
no’ to my mind js clear 


selves. The questio 
harch of Christ accord- 


that no church is the c 


Law and Rigdon, who with Joseph Smithling to the pattern given in the book Covenants 
coneenree the first presidency, they had gonejSec. 3 unlees it has a qoorum of th } 
‘to work a 


ber and 


4 appointed three of theirown num-jonly three, as a first presidency... Any. part 
ordained them to the first presidency,|or branch of that church assuming a different 
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form of government, or placing themselvesjsemblies? Who wrote the most revelations at 
under a different set of authorities is not the|the-seer’s Mouth? Who had a vision of the 
church of Christ, is not addressed by any rev-jgléties of the eternal world, and of the sore 
elation in that book. The relat direc~jtorments of the wicked, and gazed upon them 
tiond, and promises contained wereljointly with Joseph Smith? Who sat day af- 
given to a church who were ayiler the im-jter day, month after month, and year after 
mediate presidency or presiding authority ofjyear, and assisted in translating the old serip- 
THREE. Hence I said they of Nauvoojtures by the power of inspiration, and by that 
were fallen. And as they did not like to re-j|labor accumulated a fund of intelligence con- 
tain God in their knoweledge, he has given|cerning: the things of God, surpassing any 
them over to a reprobate mind, to do those/man now living? Who is it, on whom the ~ 
things which are not convenient.. God has|Lord suffered the heavy hand of affliction to 
given them up unto vile affections,’’ Rom. 1./fall and abide for years in Nauvoo, that he 
As president S. Rigdon’s claims to the first;might neither loose his priesthood, nor yet go 
residency have been so ably set forth in thejinto those abominations for which the Lord 
Mestenger and Advo¢ate, I will now only add/caused the overthrow or downfall of that man. 
a few things farther on that subject. = ——- |who, if he had been faithful, would have stood 
He became personally acquainted with Jos.jat thechead of the kingdom of God Almighty, 
Smith in December 1830, and from that to}when Jesus made his second appearance? And 
this, has sustained a very different relation tojfinally, who is it to whom the Lord has open- 
the church of Christ from any other man in it.jed the heavens and shown the pattern upon” 
_ Joseph had translated the book of Mormon by|which his kingdom should be organized; and - 
put of inspiration from God, had done ajthe principles by which igjmust be governed, 
good work in that, and also in organizing thejin order to be prepared for the events that: are 
charch; and being only a youth and the Lord|coming on earth, and in order to bringin ever- ' 
khowing the many temptations to which heljlasting righteousness. To fill the world with | 
would be subject, and also knowing ‘the age,|righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy 
the experience; and the integrity of Elderi|Ghost? Yes, whois it that with every power - 
Rigdon’s heart said to himin a revelation cov.jand faculty of his soul, publicly and privately, — 
sec. Ll, par. 4. ‘*L have sent forth the fulness|opposes every species of ry cath asurpation 
of my gospel by the hand of my servant Jo-land violation of the laws of and man, in 
seph: and in weakness have 1 blessed him, 


: he charch or kingdom.of God: and .who re- 
‘and I given untd him: the keys of the{commendsto the saints by all his teachings,and . 
mystery of those things which have been seal-jby his daily examples to work righteousness . 

i, even things which shall come from thisjand righteousness only, in order tobe redeem- 
time until the time of my coming, tf he abidejed? I answer distinctly and ‘emphatically 
tn me, and if not, another wil] I plant in bis}that that man is President Sidney. Rigdon. 
stead, (not twelve others,) wherefo.e, watchjfeel my interest identified with his, and I feel 
over him that. his faith fail not.” ‘Watch over|also to stand by him in all righteousness be-~ 
him.”? 1 ask, watch over whom? Who -re-|fore God, while he stands asa magof God to 

ceived thecommand? the.important command,/plead with the world. 
to be the Lords watcher? and that too over| W.. E. McLELLIN,. 
the Lord’s prophet. answer, the man toh |: —— 
whom the Lord said ‘now i give unto thee-a}- (For the Messenger 
commandment that thou shalt baptize by wa-|LAMENTATION FOR.THE DAUGH-~ 
er, and they shall receive the Holy Ghost by} © TER OF ZION. 
the laying on of the hands, even aa by the} £ How doth the city sit solitary! Shethat 
apostles of old.” And of whom it is said in|jwas full of people, how is she become as a 
the book of Covenants page 408, speaking ofjwidow. She that was great among the na» 
Sidsey Rigdon, ‘the shall tirt up his voice}tions, behold she doth mourn, forher prophets — 
again on the mountains and be a spokesmun be-|sleepeth in the dust, and her twelve horns ase 
fore my face.” Here are some of the greatest|lopped off; her priests and her elders have ex- 
promises and privileges ever delivered tojalted themselves, and her virgins are affficit- 
man, since the: world begain—a spoxesmanjed. For virtue has departed away! = 
BEFORE MY Fack.” .Watch over him that his} 2-How hath her gold become dim! and 
faith. fail not, lest he fall!! Bat ifhe (Joseph)/|the law of heaven they have changed ; for the 
re 2 a and fall another will 1 plant imhis|word of the Lord they regatd not; and good 
stead. ttidings they will not receive! for their prophets 
Much'more might be said on this sqbject,jhdve given them vain and foolish things, and 
but I. will here introdace some .important|theit iniquity they have not discovered; for 
queries. .. What man now living has had the|they boast of the burden, and are exalted in 
most extensive knowledge and experience injsin. For their light has oe 2 shine | 

_ the church of Christ, since the year 1830?—| 3 0, thou daughter of Zion! Considers 

of its birth. Who is itthat-bas pre-|what thon hast done! Shall a women destroy 

sided-jointly—shall 1 say equally with Josephjher young, or hide them in a sétret plane? Or 

Smith,adn all its councils, in all its general as-jehall the poor faint for hunger? or the meek 
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and the poor you dispise! For thy breach is 
as great as the sea! Thy virg ih and thy 


vulging the secrets of generations long since 
gathered to their fathers, and. proclaiming 


young men are fallen; and thy beauty has fe- the commepcerient of a series of stupendous 


ded away! 
4 O, thou daughter of Zion! thou hast taken 


of the cup and artdrunken. Thou hast madejred, tongue,end 
thyself wicked for thy inheritance is turned/yen, eg 


to strangers, and thy temple jis a fabric of 
pollution ! thine enemies council against thee, 
they hiss, and iaugh thee to scorn! They say, 


events, affegting #ptimately every nation, kind- 


people, under the whole h¢a- 


Although there is no kind or degree of evi~ 


dence wanting, which is usually admitted saf- 


Behold the day they have looked for has come|ficient to establish the truth of any record of 


—for her scepire hath ceased to swa 


| 
; . whatever kind; indeed we venture to say, it 
WILLTAMS. possesses characteristics peculiarly its own, 


which indelibly stamp upon its pages, the Im- 


failed to excite that deep and general interest, 


MSSENGER AND ADVOCATE. pression of eternal truth; yet it has hitherto 


_ PITTSBURGH, PA. MARCH, 15,1845. 


which the intrinsic importance of its contents 
demand. Weare notat a loss to determine 


3 Postmasters are authorized by law, to’ why itisso. This may be aptly styled the 


ney, when addressed to an Editor or a publisher 
of a newspaper. 


pursuits, nay even the religion is made fot 


_ Will our friends and agents remember this. | show; men dare not think without a precep 
**We have to announce that Sidney Rigdon|tor; it would indegd be at the eminent hazard 
has been ordained a Prophet, Seer and Reve-lof the thousand and one diverse systems of 
lator.”-—-Zimes and Seasons Page 431. __|trath, should men once get it into their heads 
“By thy words thou shalt be justified, andithat they were permited to exercise a little 


Matt. 12: 37. a 


| 
vails, which effectually blocks up the avenues, 


On the 8th of August, 1844, ata speci : 
ee, toes sts special to the most valuable and exalted field of hu- 


meeting of the church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 


ter Day Saints, convened at the stand in the|man investigation; in the attainment of that 
city of Nauvoo, Presipenr Bricham Younc intelligence, which can only satisfy and fill 


want a guardian, a PRoPRET, a spokesman or 
what do you want? If you want any of these 
officers, ape itby raising the right hand. 
Nor a 


west they wanted.” Do yon the “‘aching void, of the immortal spirit that 
isin man. ‘The Bible contains all that ie 
necessary for our salvation.’”’? The canon of 
AS RAISED.— /imes and Seasons,|séripture is full.’? ‘These are the maxims of 


“You are nov | a race of zealous religionists, who . propose to 
evangelize the world, and bring about the de~ 


hamYoung’s Bpostotie Epistie, Times and Sea,\voutly to be desired condition of things, when 


To our Patrrons:—Inconsequence of publish- 


ing and printing the Hymn Book in season for|the greatest.” 


all shall know the Lord, from the least unto 
We do not impogn their mo- | 


~ spurns, it has putour paper back for sey-jtives; but we altogether disallow the adequa- 
to makeley of their proposed plan of. accomplishing 


preperations for the conference, we have con- 
cluded to passover the Ist of April No. and date 


the object. The means are not equal to the 


pril—By so do-jend. Is it not a fact that sects and parties are 
multiplying annually, amongst Christians, 


proceedings of the conference at a very early 
~~ and save ourselves much anxietv. 


we mean those who profess to believe sincere- 


ur friends will lose nothing by this arrange-||y ; ivi ici ible, at 
. y in the divine authenticity of the Bible, and 
ment, as they will receiv lim | 
that it contains all that is’ necessary for salva- 


of papers, (24.No’s.) 


tion. 


In the name of all that is reasonable» 


No circumstance has occurred since the|then, we ask, how is it possible that men shal 
days of the advent.of Jesus Christ, more re-jall see “eye toeye,’”’ by the full canon of 
markable in ii character, than the coming Scripture contained in the Bible? Solve me 
forth of the Bopk of Mormon. More than four-| this problem. 2 


‘een years have now elapsed sinee this singular 


It is because we belive that afl scripture 


— first emerged from its hiding place, di- given by inspiration of God is profitable, and 


| 
| 
mem) artificial age, ‘The opinions, the manners, the 
| 
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because we receive the testimony of the Bivle| 
as verily true, we reject the anti-Christian and 
absurd notion, that the cannoh of.Scripture is 
complete. Atleast thirty ifiepir records afe 
mentioned in the Bible, which”are now not 
known to be extant! So that if the Biblecon- 
tains all that is necessary to salvation, these 
were superorgatory works of inspiration, and 
Peter did*not understand the matter when he 
declared they were all profitable. ‘Those who 
hold the maxim that the canon‘of ecripture is 
complete in the Bible, also hold another max, 
im equal in absurdity with it, and a palpable 
contradi¢tion in itself to the other two. The 
The Bible ia the only rale of faithgand prac: 
tice. ‘Ifthe Bible contains all that is neces. 


—of th th ient inhabitants of this continent 5 
to whortr the Savior personally appeared. and: 
sdentaleiated, after fulfilling his work at Jer- 
asalem. Know ye not how hetold the Jews,. 
s¢other sheep I have which are not of this fold,. 
them also’ must bring in;” at this time, 
“that there may be one fold and one shep- 
herd.” You will observe it was a branch of 
the house of Israel to which he there refers,. 
for he distincly says, ‘1 am not sent bat to- 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”? The 
Redeemer’s mission, then, had respect to an<. 
‘other branch of the house of Israel, not of the- 
Jewish fold. The Book of Mormon relates. 
what that mission was, and how it was accom- 
plished. Itis an additional evidence of the 


sary for salvation, and if nothing is to.be be- 
lieved that is not'found in the Bible, how 


truth of the gospel, or God’s plan of saving” 
men, in contradistinction to all the systems 


came either of these erroneous dogmas into ex-|invented by men or devils, To the honest in- 
istence? Certainly neither of them are found/quirer after truth, it is therefore of greater va: 


in the Bible. So far from it, the whole genins 
and spirit of that inspired record, is diametsi- 
cally opposed to the imposition of such a mor- 


lue than the riches of the whole world. . It is 
surrounded by a thousand testimonies of its 
truth, and the best of all is, it leads those who 


al incubus. If there is any principle taught in pe its direction to the Lamb ef God, that 


the Bible, itis that God never had a people 
existing on the earth, whom he acknowledged: 
that he did not reveal. himself to them, made 


taketh away the sin of the world;” to the 
fountain of all wisdom and knowledge, that 
they may drink deep of the waters of life, and 


known to them his will, and poured upon them/be satisfied ; that they henceforth live “holy, 


_-the spirit of inspiration. It isa virtual rejec- 
tion of the Bible, to say that it contains all that 


is necessary to the salvation of man. It is in| 


effect saying that the Bible is unworthy our 
credence. Amos deglares, ‘*Surely the Lord 
God wil] do nothing but he reveals his secret 
unto his servants the prophets.” Solomon 
says, ‘* Where there is no vision the people’ 
perish!” David says, * Trath shall spring 
out of the earth.” John, in his sublime his~ 
tory of future events, shown him by. the angel 
says, ** I saw another angel flying through tne 
midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel 
to preach 'p them that dwell upon earth; to); 
every nation, kindred, tongue, and people.” 

The-Bible, in short, contains a string of pro- 
phevies and promises, with regard to a future 
glorious epoch in the history of the human fa- 
mily, when God shail reveal anto them 
abundance of peace and truth; and it is by 
that means alone that the knowledge of God 
ean ever cover the earth, as the waters cover 


Weience to the first principles of the doetri 


harmless, undefiled, and separate from sin- 
ners.” 
We shall revert to this subject again. 


| 

Is it true that we have given us T@the person 
of Jesus of Nazareth, a perfect example of 
obedience tothe princip]gg of. ation? 
By imitating the pattern gvhich he.has left us — 
by treading the path which his footsteps have 
hallowed, who was the way, the truth, and 
the life, we can enter the holiest of all whith- ° 
er the fureranner hath for us entered. 

Although it is necessary we should make ou? 
ingress by the door,“ inte the sheepfold, tha 
we may be constituted legal heirs according 
to the promi se—that is not a// which is requisite 
to secure the “inheritance of the saints in 
light.” 1t is not enough that we yield obedi- 
e of 
Christ, unless we go on unto perfection, “by 
patient continuance in well doing unto the 
end.” 


the sea. 


The clandard of execliones 


What then is the Book of Mormon? it ah the Saviour, is nothing short of the perfec- 


a true record of a | branch of the house of Israel 


ion of er ‘Be ye perfect, even as yoar 
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father who isin heaven is perfeot!’? ‘This 
implies the renunciation of all ev ‘and the 
advocacy and practice of all good.’ We are! 
at once directed to God as the source of 
unmixed good. “The works that do,’’ re- 
markable deelaration, ‘tare the works which 
I have seen my father do.” 
upon the principles which you see do govern 
me in my life you can become perfect even as 
your father who is in heaven is perfect, and 
this is the only road that leads thereto. 


Some professing religionists have such a 
mean opinion of their God, that they insist, 
He has required of his creature man more than 
he is able to give; in other words, it is impos- 
sible for man to keep the commandments of 
God. 

Itis recorded of Jesus Christ, that “he was 

tempted in all points like as we are, yet with- 
out sin.”” Do we ask by what principle did 
he evercome? Hear his answer, “resist the 
Devii, and he will flee from you.”” There is 
one principle which we must think, more 
than any other means in our power, conduces 
to our victory over the Devil, and all his works 
—watching, anto fasting and prayer. In 

- what condition did the Son of God encounter 
that memorable onset of Satan, in the wilder- 
ness? And how gloriously did he triumph 
on that principle. 
monished his disciples to the performance o 
thig duty Ogumeans of victory. 

To thos@ who have diligently perused the 
sacred records, we would ask, in what condi- 
tion, and sti of “w has circumstances, do we 
find men in every age, and in every clime, 
seeking and obtaining power with God and 

power with man, by the out pouring of the 
Spirit of God; so that no power save that of 
God, could withstand them? Go thou and do 
likewise, and the kingdom is yours by the will 
of the Father. 


President Rigdon has returned from a very 
agreeable visit of several weeks, to Kirtland, 
Ohio, whom we had the pleasure of accom- 
panying. The very friendly and cordial re- 

eception we met with deserve our warmest 


In acting then} 


Rigdon organized. a branch of the ohurch in 
that place, and we feel assured a good work is 
begun there, which, by the blessing of Ged 
will result inan abundant harvest. | 
TO THE SISTERS OF THE CHURCH 
OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER 
DAY SAINTS, THIS EPISTLE IS 
PARTICULARLY 

If ye love me keep my commandments.— 
Jobn 14: 15. Whosoever transgresseth, and 
abideth nag in the doctrine of Christ, hath not 
God.—2 John, 1; 9. 


pleased to give certain laws or command- 
ments, both for the temporal and spiritual sal- 
vation of man; but_we propose at this time 
to confine our subject more particularly to those 
sayings of Jesus Christ, and his immediate 
followers, unto which, by yielding oureelves 
obedient, will, in the end, procure our exhal- 
tation to a celestial glory, fer in vain do we 
eall him Lord, Lord, if we do not the things 
he has commanded us, consequently it is of 
the last importance for us to understand the 
rule or criterion whereby we may be able to 
judge between truth and error, and to eome in 
possession of this knowledge for ourselves, 
jaside from the testimony of others, keeping in 
view the words of him who spake as never 
man spake; by their fruits shall ye know 
them. We, as a people, profess to. believe in 
the principles set forth in the Old. and New 
Testaments, also in the record of the Book of 


ere remark that that man or womaa who is 


ciples of eternal truth, as spread over the face 
of the two last named bobdks, and carry them 
out in their lives, as their rule of faith and 
practice, cannot fal! short of that rest which 
remains for the people of God, they being pure 
from the fountain of eternal truth, and unadul- 
terated by the interpolations of men. Formy 
own part I freely acknowledge my willingness 
to. abide by the doctrines laid down in those 
volumes, and in these we do net find a single 
precedent on record, that goes to establish the 
doctrine, that God ever gave a law to man, 
having in view his eternal salvatiof, at theex- 
pence of a part or portion of his creatures; and 
if he never geve any such law to mankind, in 
former ages-of the world, we have no reason 
to believe that he ever will, or Malichi did not 
understand the true character of that God 
v@iom he represented, for God has declared, 
by his mouth—Pot 1 am the Lord, I change 
not, therefore ye sons of Jacob are not con- 


thanks. President Rigdon delivered severaljsumed. Now James says, lst chapter 17th, 
addresses to very large and attentive audien-/Every good gift, and every perfect gift is from 


ces in the Temple, and we have every reason 
to believe that a general good feeling exists in 


above, and come down from the Father of 
lights, with whom is no vartableness. neither 


shadow of turning. Again, Book of Doctrine - 


Kirtland and the adjacent country. President!and Covenants, sec. 37, par. 1, Listen to the 


In all ages of the world God has been 


Mormon, and in the authenticity of the Book © 
How remarkably he he Doctrine and Govenants, so called, I would 


willing to yield implicit obedience tothe prin- 
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voice of the Lord your God, even alpha and 
omega, the beginning and the end, whose 
course is one eternal round, the same yester- 
day to-day, and forever. Numbers 23: 19— 
God is not a man that he should lie, neither 
the son of man that he should repent. ‘The 
Pealmist.says, 103: 62, the Lord executeth 
righteousness and judgment for all that are op- 
pressed. Psalm 89; 142, Justice and judg- 
ment are the habitation of thy throne. From 
the above quotations we understand, first, that 
God, in his character, is unchangeable; which 
brings me to this conclusion, that the gospel 
that was preached unto Abraham, as spoken 
’ of by Paul, Gal. 3, was the same that is preach- 
ed by those having authority in the present age 
of the world. Tne believing and practising 
of which will save a man in the kingdom of 
God. And, in the second place, we learnthat 
he executeth judgment for all the oppressed. 
T now ask if it is not a system of oppression 
to lead a man, standing at the head of a fami- 
ly of interesting children, into a covenant to 
obey every revelati.n or every order coming 
from a certain source, asking no questions, 


let every. woman have her own husband. 3d 
verse, Let the husband render unto the wife 
due benevolence. What is this Paul says? 
Husbands (in the plural) love your wives, not 
husband (in the singular). But to place this 
subject beyond all possibility of controversy, 
he aays, and let every woman have herOWN 
husband. Now, says the polygamist, Paul 
did not see down through the dark vista of 
time, the good things that were in reserve for 
us. No, thia delightful state of things never 
entered the head of little Paul, notwithstanding 
he ascended into the third heavens, and saw 
things which were unlawfull for him to speak. 
Ah, says little Snow, Paul was a granny! 
Yes, echoes W. W. Phelps, and so is Sidney. 
What! Brother Sidney had a view of the 
third heavens (See Doc. and Cov. page 346) 
land yet it did not enter your head, no more 
than it did brother Paul’s, that a man should 


or not married tothem. Why, Paul, you must 
have made mistake, some how or other, when 
you said, let every woman have her own hus- 
band. Qnery, Could a woman have her own 


and in a few days after one of his daughters)husband if he was held as common stock by 


to be demanded as a wife for a matried man, 
and not a question to be asked by the father. 
1 have come to this conclusion, that avery 
thing coming in the shape of a commandment 
or revelation, ‘purporting to come from God, 
whether given by the mouth of man, woman, 
or child, and which in itselfds in the least cal- 
culated to sever the bonds of affeotion, which 
bind man to his fellow-man—husband to wife, 
parents to children, and which in itself is cal- 
culated to sap the foundation 6f that union 
which binds and cements the family circle to- 
gether, and which in its nature must have a 
tendency to create jealousy, ‘envy, strife and 
fraad, and to bring anarchy andconfusion upon 
a body of people. Such a revelation, I say in 
my opinion, is not from God, or God has not 
revealed himself in his true character in form- 
er revelations, and to prove this position shall 
be‘the burden of this subject. Truth being 
my object, I shall appeal to the law and to the 
testimony in that day when our first parents 
came forth from the hands of their creator, he 
made use of the following strong but beautiful 
langnage. See Gen. 2: 24, Therefore shall 
a man leave his father and his mother, and 
shall cleave.unto his wife, and they shall be 
one flesh. Now, it is very evident from this 
saying of the Lord, that he did not even admit 
of the possibility of a subsequent command 
being given, which would have a tendency to 
sever that union. We will also listen to the 
teachings of Brother Paul dpon this subject 
for. a few moments—Husbands, love your 
wives, even as Christ also loved the church, 
and gave himself for it—Eph. 5: 30, and in 
the 31 verse repeats the word of the Lord as 
contained in Gen. Againin Pauls first letter 
to Corinth, 7: 2, Nevertheless, to avoid for- 


five or ten women? 
Sisters, did you ever think of this? Would 


not this be a co-partnership concern, to all in- 


tents and purposes? J will now quote from 
Doctrine and.Covenants, page 148: Thou 
shalt not lie. He that lieth and will not re- 
pent shall be cast out.. Thou shalt love thy 
wife with all thy heart, and shalt cleave unto 
her and none else; and he that looketh on a 
woman to lust after her, shall deny the faith, 
and shall not have the spirit. And if he re- 
pent. not shall be cast out. Thou shalt not 
commit adultery ; and he that commits adul- 
tery, and repenteth not, shall be cast out. But 
he that has committed: adultery, and repents 
with all his heart, and forsaketh it, and doth 
it no more, thou shalt forgive. Bat if he doth 
it again, he shall not be forgiven, but shail be 
cast out. 7 

_ Again, on page 20%: Verily I say unto you, 
as I have said before, he that looketh upon a 
woman to lust after her; or if any sball com- 
mit adultery in their hearts, they shall not 
have the spirit, but shall deny the faith, and 
shall fear. Wherefore 1 the Lord have said, 


liars, and whosoever loveth and waketh a lie, 
and the whoremonger, and the scteeror, shall 
have their part in that lake whichburneth with 
fireand brimstone, which is the second death. 
Verily 1 say, that they shall ngt have part in 
the first regurreciion. / 

On page 174 there is a pripciple laid down 
well worthy our considerati And if he or 
she shall LIE, he or she shajl be delivered up 
unto the Law of the LaND. | 

On page 262, the Lord, in speaking to Mar- 
tin Harris, says as follows:—And gain I 
command thee, that thou shalt not cove thy 


nication, let every man have his own wife ,and 


A 


neighbor’s wife. But, says the objector, this 


have from ten to five hnndred women, married — 


that the fearfol, and the unbelieving, and all 
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— said he was acquainted with the facts. 
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it was given. ‘l'o this | reply, whut is bind- 
ing upon one, as a rule of faith, is binding up~ 
another. 

‘We will now review what we have above 
written. It would appear that the liar shall 
be cast out if he repents not. And it is also 
very evident that aman, according tothe word 
of tke Lord, is bound to love his wife—not| 
wives—wwith all his heart, and if heever looks 
upen another woman to lust afier her, shall 
deny the faith, and shall not have the spirit. 
bbere [ anticipate an objection, which is this, 
the twelve at Nanvoo, and their adherents dv 
net look upon the marriage contract a; being 
binding, except the ceremony is performed by 
‘one posseasing the sealing power. ‘l’o this) 
@ojeetion 1 answer—Why then did God give 
the commandment se far back as the year 1831, 
‘for the sealing. power was not then given, and, 
why did he say he that committeth adultery 
the second time shall not be forgiven. And 


afier her.shall not have the spirit. Ah, say 


revelation was binding upon him only to whomfearnal connection with another 


oman of wo- 
ment? And by so doing am I not violating the 
laws of the land? ‘The Lord makes use of 
still stronger language than the above, and is 
more to the purpose. Doc. and Cov. page 194 
—For he that keepeth the -aws of God has no. 
need to break the Jaws of the land. Where- 
fore be subject to the powers that be, until he 
reigns, whose right itis to reign. 1 would 
now ask those pretended friends of the law of 
God, if they really believe the above quotations. 
to be the word of God? If you answer in the 
affirmative, f would further ask, by what au- 
thority do you make the word of God of none 
¢ ffect, by practising polygamy, and that in its 
worst forms, and lying by the wholesale to 
cover up your deeds of darkness? 

In the Book of Mormon, page 133, the Lord 
speaking by Jacob saith, Wherefore 1 the Lord 
God will not suffer that this people shall do 
like unto them of old. Wherefore, my breth- 
ren hear me, and hearken to the word of the 


have save it be one wife, and concubines he 


even him that looketh upon a woman to tust fare for there shalt not any man among you 


those men, with eyes full of adultery, it does 
not mean what it says, or, at any rate, we are 
a royal priesthood—a chosen generation; it is 
for us to offer up spiritual sacrifices ; for unto 
us pertaineth the blessings, and the promises, 
and beside all this is committed unto us the 
fullness of that priesthood. So that whatever 
we bind onearih is bound in heaven. Sothat 
if R. should take a notion to -H.'s wife in his 
absence, all that is necessary to be done is to 
be sealed. No harm done, no adultery com- 
mitted ; only taking a little the advantage of 


hall have none; .f r!I the Lord God delighteth 
in the chastity of women. And whoredoms 
are an abomination before me. Thus saith the 
Lord of Hosts. Aad on the 132 page, in 
speaking of David and Solomon, makes the 
following declaration, Behold, thus saith the: 
Lord, this people begin to wax-in iniquity: they 
understand not the scriptures, for they seek to 
exeuse themsélves in committing whorédoms, 
because of the things which were written con- 
erning David and Solomon his son. Behold 
David and Solomon trniy had many wives 


rights of priesthood. And after R. has gone 
the round of dissipation with H.’s wife, she is 


afterwards turned over to S. and thus the poor 


silly womati becomes the actual dupe to two 
designing men, under the sanctimonious garb 
of rights of the royal priesthood. H. by. and 
by finds outsthe trick which was played off 
upon bim in his absence, by his two faithless 
friends, His dignity becomes offended, (and 
well it might) refuses to’ live with his wife, 
but to beeven with his companions in oe 
takes to\ himself three more wives. ind 
reader, be not startled at the above recital of 
facts, ived the account from one who 
But 
our subject, we quote again from 
v. page 174—And if he or she 
shall lie, héor she shall be delivered up unto! 
the law of the fand. And on page 334— 
Therefore 1, the Lord, justifieth you and your 
brethren of my\church, in befriending thatiaw, 
which is the constitational law of the land. 
And as pertainiag to laws of man, whatsoever 


to return 
Doc. and 


and concubines, which thing was abominable 
yefore me, saith the Lord. 

What is this he saith? Why, a man shall 
have but one wife, and concubines none, for 
this reason—and its one of the best of reasons. 
—he delighteth in the chastity of woman.. 
What. do we gather from thist Why, we 
learn one impcrtant fact at least; ifa man has. 
ten wives, nine of the ten are unchaste women.. 
‘Moreover, if it was an abomination in the sight. 
of the Lord for David and Solomon to have 
more than one wife, it was and igan abomina- 
tion in his sight for others'to have more than 
one. © Hold, ‘not so fast, say our triends in 
the west, do you not see that the Lord speaks. 
this to the descendants of Joseph, upon this 
continent in that age of the world? And not 
only so, if you will read a little further you 
will hear the Lord say, by the mouth of his 
servant Jacob, ** For if J will, saith the Lord 
of Hosts, raise up seed unto me, | will com- 
nend my people; otherwise they shall heark- 
en unto these things.” | 


is more or less than these cometh of evil. 
What is thie the Lord has been saying! 
Answer, We areto befrignd, or in other words 
to sustaja the laws of the land. Question. 
Am I stting in accordance with the laws of 
— by committing adultery? Am I not 
co:r@itting adultery if l_have a wife, and have 


_ [tis needless for me to say more, as it is a 
subject well understood by all those who are 
at all acquainted with the contents of the Book 
of Mormon, that the system of having more 
wives or concubines than one, as practised by 
the authorities standing at the head of the 


APOSTATE church at Nauvoo, is predicated 
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- unto the Lord. 


make that principle effectual and valid in the 


_venants, being the legitimate {and the only 
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upon the word of the, Lord to Jacob, as above 
quoted. And that there has beena revelation 
given to the charch, or part of said church, we 
readily admit. Ac¢ording to this revelation 
every high priest is entitle tothe modest num- 
ber of ten wives. Furthermoreitis a principle 
of exaltation. Now, that the sealing power 
has been committed to certain men in the 
church supposing we admit, yet in order to 


sight of heaven, it must he done in accordance 
with the economy or laws of God. For in- 
stance, suppesing that in the month of March, 
1844,. Joseph Smith, by virtue of the power 
vested in him, delegated the sealing power to 
B. Young, H. ©. Kimball, and others; on the 
27th June following Joseph Smith is called 
upon to yield up his spirit into the hands of 
him ‘who gave it. Now, as the church of 
Jesus Christ is organized with prophets. and 
apostles, for there must needs be a first presi- 
déncy aecording to the order of the kingdom. 
Sidney Rigdon, according th the Book of Co- 


one) spokesman before, the face of the Lord, to 
lead hig people, but is. not acknowledged in 
his place and standing by Young and Kimball, 
they placing themselves at the head. Now, 
with these facts before us (for 1 believe them 
to be such) I would ask, in the name of the 
Lord, what is theit.sealing power worth ? : As 
God tives! and as my soul lives, under these 
circumstances, .I wopld not give the balance 
of two bloe beans for it, for that very moment 
they, by their fully and wickedness, rejected 
the Lord’s prophet, that very moment Ged re- 
jected them with all the powers he had dele~ 
gated unto them, ‘*so mote it be.”” ae 

We will now turn our attention to an inves- 
tigation of the merits of the above revelation. 
it ig a’ fact undenied by the leaders of the 
above system, that that revelation was given 
for the ostensible purpose of raising ap seed 


The writer of this article was a resident of 
the city.of Nauvoo on year,.and during that 
time I never heatd of more than three or four: 
births having taken:place there for which no 


revelation, to which I invite the attention of 
every honest man and woman. It is this:—_ 
David did not sin inthe case of Uriah, save in 
the death of Uriah. And Hyrum Smith did 
say—this I can prove from the best testimony 
—that Solomon did not sin in having many 
wives and concubines, but that his sin cons 
sisted in worshipping their heathen Gods. 
What does all this go to prove? Jn the 
first place it proves that God never gave that 
revelation, hecause it carries a lie apon its face 
to begin with, or the words of Jacob, as con- 
tained in the Book of Mormon, page 133, are 
‘not the words cf God, because he has declared 
emphatically that God was displeased with 
David .and Solomon, and that these things 
were an abomination in his sight. Secondly, 
[ contend that if the revelation was really from 
God, and they believed it to have been given 
hy him for the pnrpose of raising up seed, 
there would no violent, nor artificial means be 
made use of for the purpose of thwarting na- 
ture in her course: If thesisters of this:charch 
would read the Book of Mormon and Sook of 


|\Doetrine and Covenants more than they do, 


and withal be prayerful and humble before the 
Lord, they would find less time to listen tothe: 
teachings of these men, who have beyond all 
manner of doubt, made a covenant with death 
and an agreement with hell. 

John says, Hereby we know that we know 
him, if we keep his commandments; and he- 
that saith 1 know him, and keepeth not his 
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not: 
‘inhim. In the New York prophet, under date- 
Feb. 22, there is an article over the signature 
of P. P. Pratt, at which I wish to take a 
glance. Now, I would like-to talk a little to 
brother P. for heis my father in the gospel. 
Brother P. do be lionest, and tell as candidly, 
are. you wrongfully accused of practising po- 
lygamy? Have, or have I not written 
trath, a3 set forth in this article, in the presence’ 


\of that God who will judge the world.in righte- 


ousness? Do you aot know that I havestated 
fagts in this letter to Which you are knowing ? 
Did you not teach the system of polygamy in 
Salem, Mass. and John E. Page was called 


fathers could be found. 1 then believed, injupon to settle it, when there? to say nothing: 


name of hamanity, is this the way to raise up 


the number who are guilty before God of a 


the honesty ©f my heart, that these were simi- 
lar cases te many others that takes place inal) 
other cities.. I think it. very likely, however. 
that a certain Mrs. T. living some forty. miles 


about how much the Sundial has taught and 
practised it himself, according to hisowmcon- 
fession? Keepmum, John, you the oc- 
cupancy of a glass house. And now, brother 


from Nauvoo, may be able to throw a little|Parley, as to bogus making, I would ask you 


light upon the above subject,.for it has been 
told me by those who say that they had it from 
her own mouth, that she has had as many as 


one or two questions. Can you tell me what 
that powerful press, with a long lever, iz in- 
tended for, or to what use it has been appro- 


sixteen girls at one time at her house, for thejpriated, in the room in the N.W. corner of 


purpose of procuring abortion. I ask, in the 


seed unto the Lord? ‘fo say nothing about 


heodore Turley’s brewery and gun-emith 
shop, in Nauvoo? And what use that eruci- 
ble was put to, standing on a smal) furnace in 
one corner of said room,? I once made freeto 


certain sin, for which the Lord slew a certain 


ask Mr. T. to what use that lever was put, and 


individual for, in a former age of the world,jhe said it was to ** mash”’ fingers and toes un- 


recorded in Gen. 38: 8—10. 


der. But, to be candid, if I did not know bet- 


There is a certain feature embodied in that{ter, 1 should think it was to mash (meke) 
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heads under. And just now | would like to 
ask brother Turley a question. Pray where 
did you get that five dollar counterfeit bill from 
which you passed upon me about three days 
before I left Nauvoo? Can you answer that 
question, Brother Turley ? 
Parley, I wish you would take little time, and 
answer some of my questions, but I pray do 
not call it all foul and malicious falsehoods, 
for we that do know better will not believe you. 
There is one declaration of brother P.’s worthy 
of notice. He says those that publish and 
those that patronize the Messenger and Advo- 
cate, their object is to procure the murder of 
all the men, women, and children of the saints! 
Stop, not so fast, brother Parley, do you 
not know that I have three daughters in that 
devoted city, Nauvoo. so that I am satisfied in 
_ may own mind, that the above charge'is as:des- 
titute of truth as it is void of common sense. 
Not but that hrother P. is a man pussessed of 
good common sense, but he makes a wrong 
use of it sometimes. - For instance, you have 
essayed to take hold of the rudder of the ship, 
instead of being employed in trimming: her! 
Don’t forget the rocking boat, brother Parley ! 
And do you really aim at innocence, virtue, 
and truth? If this be the truth, why then do 
you teach one set of principles in public and 
teach different principles.in private, and prac- 
tice them too? You xnow, as God lives, this 
You further say, if the Saints at Pittsburgh 
had any sense of law or justice left, to say no- 
thing of mercy or humanity, they would prove’ 
‘the saints guilty, and only destroy: them ac: 
cording to law. 
1 would ask you another question, Did you 
know that brother German, formerly of New 
York, has: been driven to insanity in conse- 


Now, _ brother/ 


respect to the young woman I] do not give her 
name. ‘The man, who isa high priest, is still 
in good stand'ng in the cherch! Such fel- 
lows should be treated with contempt by every 
honest man and woman. 

— Inconclusion, 1 would say, that whatsoever 
things are lovely, whatsoever things are hon- 
est, and whatsoever things are in accordance 
with the pure principles of eternal truth, letall 
these be held up in broad relief, for the exami- 
nation of all mankind, for truth will bear its 
own weight. The principles of eternal truth 


Jrequire not the covering of falsehood ‘to. sustain 


them. And that man who resorts.to stratagem 
and falsehood, for the purpose of imposing his 
principles upor virtuous: females, leading 
astray the honest and unsuspecting into bye 
and forbidden paths, bringing ruin and dis- 
grace upon whole families. These they 
that. are sons of Belial. They may talk abeut 
their sealing power, and the fullness of the 
priesthood being committed unto them, and 
their having women sealed ‘up to:them, (the 
apostles) for the purpose ef exalting them to 
kingdoms, principalities, and powers! 


seallings are calculated to bind the fetters of 

arkness upon you, and to bring you down to 
the chambers of death! 1 call upon you 
therefore, in the ‘name of the. Lord, to 


SISTERS!..1 tell you, as God. lives, your 


to break 
asunder from you the bands that bind be yen 
this system of things. Believe their teachings 
jo longer, and frown such men from your so- 
ciety., For those are they that cannot become 
saviours upon Mount Zion! These are they 
that cannot be numbered with the one hun- 


‘dred.and forty and four thousand, these are 


they that cannot stand to see the Savior come, 
these are they that cannot have part in the 
first resurrection, these; are. ‘they. that must 


uene of his wife’ Susan having. left him? 


suffer the torments of hell: I therefore ex- 


id you know that I saw said Susan leavejhort every honest man, woman, and ehild to 


Cincinnati, on my way. to this -place in Nov./come out from among them. 


I, also, in the 


last, in company with G. J. Adams, for Nau-jname of the God of my fathers, ca]] upon the 


voo? Did you know .that: 
Adams’ berth on board* the 
nights I remained ‘in Cimoinnati; but where 
he slept I did net SEE? Question, Did or 
did‘not your quorum send a man out to preach 
after the high council at Nauvoo had cut. him 
off frem she church, apon his own confession, 
and the testimony of a young woman from 
Jersey, formerly from New York, she having’ 
the fruit of their illicit intercourse in her arms 
at the time? This man is now considered to 
be in good standing among you, and is now, I 
believe, preaching’ in the east, and is since 
married to another woman, but refused to mar- 


1 occupied saidjhusband of my daughter, Wmr Pitt, in thecit 
steamer the two|of Naavoo, to come out-of her, and b 


| nd bring with 
him his ‘wife and.my other twe daughters, and 
God will bless you, for the Lord, not me, has 
spoken this‘word, In a word I-call upon all 
my eastern friends, living in and’ about, Naa- 
voo, to come. out of her. Among those that 


lstand foremost of my friends, are John Wollf 


and family, and Albert Gregory and family, 
L. R, Foster, and Dr. John Beruhisel, 

After the close of the conference in this city. 
I hope to visit my old friends in the city-of 
New. York, if advisable. And I pray my 
heavenly father to bless the saints, we pre- 


rv the object of his:deception, She said that 
he had promised to marry her. This wa 

Sparks! Does not the Book of Covenants 
expressly say, that all contracts of marriage 
shall be held sacred and inviolate? Your own 


family told me of a young woman that was set| . 


completely beside herself in consequence of a 
disappointment of the above nature; but out o 


serve them from the power of those who are 
seeking your eternal destruction. - 
I remain yours, &c. 
| J. GIBSON DIVINE, | 
Pittsburgh, March 24,1845. 


For the Messenger and Advocate. 
Why is it that God will call man to judg 
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ment for t the deeds done in the body? ‘It is|eternal death, or separation of body and spirit 
because of the responsibility which reste uponjin the eternal.world. . 


him in this state of probation. And he has 


Sarely with these principles before them 


that responsibility because of his intelligence. Adam and Eve could go forth on earth and act 


It was because man _ sea the principle of 
intelligence, that light came into the world, 
as a lawfor man’s actions. Thatlaw, and all 
the requirements that God has ever made upon 
man, have been in strict aecordance with man’s 
best interest. Man never was nor never will 
be condemned for having power or intelligence. 
But having power to choose or to refuse ex-: 
isting in him, God will call himinto judgment 
and reward him for the right use of his intel- 
ligence and power, or’ he will receive his 
for loving darkness rather than 
ight,”’ for living beneath his privileges, and 
for abusing his rights as the Lord of this low- 
er creation. 


- But man could not have received a reward 


understandingly, knowing the consequences. 
They and their posterity could go and “ work 
out their salvation with fear and trembling.” 
Here I can see a beauty and an excellerice in 
the ecenomy of God'in his creation or forma- 
tion of bodies for the habitation of intelligence 
or spirits. 

But if the opposite of good and evi} did not 
exist, if man in his sphere of action were not 
subject to influences, and if he had not an in- 
depeudent pe of choice, then I cannot see 
how hecould be brought into judgment, and 
be ‘either rewarded or condemned. Secause 
when there is bat one object presented, and bat 
one kind of influence attending, there can be 
no choice; and if no ehoice there can be no 


for not violating that law, had there not been 
an opposition inciting him to evil. For all re- 
wards are fixed upon the principle of the pow- 
er to choose the good and refuse the evil. But 
how was manto know what was good from 
that which was evil. I answer, the God who 
formed ‘him into man, did not leave him until} 
he had given him a rule of action, had given 
him light, had given him a law adapted to his 
capacity. But to answer this question more 
fully we will look at man more minutely, after 
he was placed in this sphere of action, with 
spirit and body united.. After man had been 
ereated, hg walked: erect in the’ garden and 
communed ‘familiar! 
that too without a veil intervening. Here he 


with his Creator, and; 


reward given. Choice is preferring one thing 
above'another. If, then, there is in man pow- 
er to select or choose, we can see plainly how 
he will be rewarded or punished according to 
his actions. If man can have no reward ac- 
cording to his deeds, then he can gain nohen- 
or. If no honor, then no glory. If no glery, 
then he can have no eterna! life. And without 
eternal life in prospect, what would man bein 
this world? Only a notable monument of 
folly in the work of that Deity who created 
him. Again, if the enemy had not power to 
bring: up motives before the mind of man, as 
well as the Lord, how could map exercise that 
noble power of intelligence existing in him, 
upon the right exercise of which depends all 


received not anly the principles upon which 
he could exercise faith, but he received actual 
knowledge of thirigs as they were, and went 
forth to act upon them. . But his partner Eve, 


not having the understanding which ‘he had,|S 


violated the commandment which God had 
given, through or by the suggestion of an ene- 
my. Adem saw the condition of his compa~ 


nion, that she was severed from him by that 


gent beings, and the punishment of separation 
from God, and consequently from the society 
of all the good—of all the holy; and finally an 


his future happiness? If good and evil are 
not placed before him,so nearly equal in their 
motives, that he would sometimes scarcely 
know which to choose, in order to his greatest 
ood; then where the propriety in those say- 
ings inholy writ, “Choose you this day whom 
you will serve.” ‘ That he may know to re- 
fuse the evil and choose the good,” &e. We 
can see by the above how it is all men will be 
judged according to théjractions while in life. 


It will because they abased the intelligence 


which they p , and rejected and tram-- 
pled upon the revelations of God.- 
WM. E. MeLELLEN. 


‘o thee alone my sorrows shall appeal ;. 


Hath earth a wound too hard for heaven to , 
heal ? 
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act. He looked upon theconsequences of her, : 
disobedience, ahd understandingly steppec 
forward and partook with her of the same trans- : 
gression. _ Paul, in looking over this subject, ; 
says in letter to oe man 
was not deceived.’ that act'the first pair 
came the knowledge o MERCY TEMP 

eod and evil. |. . oe Had not the milder hand of mercy ¢ 
pt. The furious violence of that fatal stroke 
Then having the plan of redemption made|(ffended justice struck, we had been quite 

known unto them, by revelation ftom theirj[ogt in the shadows of eternal night : ; 
Creator, and good on the one side, and evil on|Thy mercy, Lord, is like morning sun, 
the other clearly before them; they were/Whose beams undo what sable night hath . 
tanght that to do good would obtain a reward, done; __ . 
a redemption from the fall, and an eterna} lifeiOr Jike a stream, the current of whose course 
at the right hand of God.. Bunt to do evil, at|Restrained a while, runs with a swifter force; 
the suggestion of the enemy, would bring eon-/Qh, Jet me glow beneath those sacred beams, 
demnation befose God, and before all intelli-l|and after bathe me in these silver streams; 


